
Bishop Mark is to be the Archbishop of Cardiff and the Bishop of Menevia  

Last Wednesday, it was announced that the Holy Father has appointed Bishop Mark to be the 
Archbishop of Cardiff and the Bishop of Menevia, these two dioceses being united in persona Episcopi 
(in the person of the Bishop).  This process of transition will take two months, during which time Bishop 
Mark will continue to lead our diocese with the more limited powers of a Diocesan Administrator.  
Once Bishop Mark has formally been installed into his new dioceses on 20 June, our Cathedral Chapter 
of Canons will meet to elect a priest to be our Diocesan Administrator and, with the help of other 
members of the clergy and diocesan officers, he will lead and oversee the daily life and mission of our 
diocese, its parishes and schools until a successor to Bishop Mark is appointed by the Holy Father in 
due course. 

During the period until a new diocesan bishop is appointed, the ancient principle sede vacante, nihil 
innovetur (when the diocese has no bishop, nothing new may be done) must be observed whereby 
there is a limit to the decisions and actions that can be taken. However, this certainly does not mean 
everything must come to a halt.  The Gospel of Salvation must continue to be proclaimed and the life 
and mission of the Church in the Diocese of Plymouth carried forward, albeit in anticipation of the gift 
of a new successor to the Apostles to lead us and, through whose communion with the Bishop of 
Rome, our diocese is fully united with the Catholic Church throughout the world.  

During this time of transition, our primary task as a diocese and in our parishes will be to unite 
together in earnest prayer that: 

 the Holy Spirit will guide all those involved in the process leading to the appointment of a new 
bishop for our diocese;  

 the one who is called to take on this essential apostolic ministry among us will be given the 
generosity and courage to accept it; 

 we - the clergy, consecrated men and women and lay faithful of the diocese - will welcome our 
new bishop with joy and respond eagerly to his leadership in faith and mission. 

A Diocesan Mass of Thanksgiving for the leadership and ministry of Bishop Mark as Bishop of Plymouth 
will be celebrated at the Cathedral of St Mary and St Boniface, Plymouth, on Monday, 30 May, at 
12noon. 


